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Abstract:

Entrepreneurship plays a pivotal role in driving economic growth, yet much remains to be 
understood about what distinguishes successful entrepreneurs from those who are not. While 
incubators are often seen as solutions to start-up failure by addressing funding and support 
gaps, mixed outcomes suggest deeper variables at play. Building on the framework of previ-
ous work related to Entrepreneurial Intuition (Fleckenstein, 2021; Fleckenstein & Smith, 2023), 
this presentation leverages life story interviews with nine entrepreneurs to investigate forma-
tive experiences that contribute to Entrepreneurial Confidence and how they manifest as a 
core knowledge area for entrepreneurs.  
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