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Abstract:

The representation of women and our views and beliefs of beauty, has been shaped by art, 
media, and technology throughout history—from the voluptuous Venus figures in Rubens’ 
paintings to the stylized ideals of photography and advertising in the modern era. With the 
rise of AI, we stand at another turning point: will this technology liberate female representa-
tion, or will it further reinforce limiting stereotypes? This talk provides a historical overview, 
starting with the Baroque beauty standards of Rubens, followed by the influence of photog-
raphy and advertising on female imagery in the 20th and 21st centuries.  
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